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Literal copy of Municipal Ordinance No. 2022 - 01 ap
Regular Session on January 10, 2022 held at the Legislativ

MUNICIPAL ORDI

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE
THE CONDUCT OF MARINE WILDLIFE
KNOWN AS THE “MARINE WILDL
MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN, ISABELA

Sponsored by: HON. CRISELDA S. D
Co-Sponsored by: HON. EARL JOHN ANGEL
HON. GLORIA D. CAUILA

HON. PACITA MONA Q.

HON. THEO ANGELO A.

WHEREAS, Falanan, Isabela is a biologically di
require national protection;

WHEREAS, threatened marine speciec are prot
and Republic Act 8550 as amended by Republic Act 10654;

WHEREAS, environmental protection and biod
Republic Act No. 9593;

WHEREAS, in response to an increase in do
permitting the development of tourism activities in sensitiv

WHEREAS, unregulated tourism and wildlife i
wildlife and associated habitats, and may compromise the

WHEREAS, marine wildlife interaction is a s
development, operations, procedures, regulations and trai

WHEREAS, current oversight of marine wild
implementation of unified policy and comprehensive guide
are essential to preserve marine life and sensitive marine h

WHEREAS, the Municipality of Palanan, Provi

and conservation of natural resources for the sustainable f

NOW THEREFORE, this Ordinance is h

concerned:

ART
TITLE AND DEFI

SECTION 1. TITLE. This Ordinance shall be
Palanan, Province of Isabela”.

SECTION 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS.

indicated below:

e Philippines
of Isabela
OF PALANAN

GGUNIANG BAYAN

oved by the Sangguniang Bayan of Palanan, Isabela in its
Session Hall, this Municipality.

ANCE NO. 2022-01

ULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE
E TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE

PENA, Sangguniang Bayan Member
S. BERNARDO, Sangguniang Bayan Member
Sangguniang Bayan Member

ANACIO, Sangguniang Bayan Member
RCIA, Sangguniang Bayan Member

rse municipality with highly threatened marine species that

cted in the country primarily through Republic Act No. 914

ersity conservation are among the tourism objectives under
stic and international tourists, local government units are
habitats that are home to threatened marine wildlife;

teraction may cause serious long-term damage to marine
fety of communities, tour operators, and tourists;

cialized form of tourism which requires special planning,
g to ensure sustainability;

e tourism interaction is minimal, and the creation and
nes that would regulate marine wildlife tourism interaction

itats in the Municipality;

e of Isabela has existing mandates in the use, protection,
re of the country;

reby adopted for the guidelines and compliance of all

LE |
TION OF TERMS

nown as “ Marine Wildlife Tourism of the Municipality of

used in this Ordinance, the following terms are defined as

Fage 01/09

HIgW3IWIEs

NYTINYD 'a

1N3d1S34d N1

OQYYN

IN30IS34d NOILYY3A34 XS
OQYYNY3E 'S A8Y3IN NILSNT

1N3ONY

9

H3ILNIIA 9S

-
- o
m
o
»
<
(1)
m
=
o'
>
o
>
=
o
p-J



MUNICIPAL CRDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FORJFTHE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
WILDLIFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "MARWME WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,

ISABELA",
=]
:
= o N, . m
z 1. ACCREDITATION - refers to a certifightion issued by the Department of Tourism to a tourism g %
g enterprise that officially recognizes it as havife complied with the minirnum standards for the operation of o
w S tourism facilities and services; m
o< 5
a—d
e ‘é-' 2. AIRCRAFT - any manned or unmanned vellicie and device {including drones) capable of flight; g %
-4
< 3 ‘ 3
% 3. DEDICATED INTERACTION - refers t§ tours that are primarily focused on interaction with marine 8
o wildlife and occurs in one of the Dedicated Infraction Sites;
—t
o
d 4. DEDICATED INTERACTION SITESJAREAS - 2re well defined areas for marine wildlife tourism,
either managed as a sanctuary reserve prot@tted area or not, focused on a particular species or several =
species, with specified operating times. A |i ‘ of Dedicated Interaction Sites/Areas identified and to be ’_: 4]
o updated pericdically; oz
2 | 5 3
< 5. DISTURBANCE - refers to any intentidhal and unintentional acts that disrupt the natural cycle, = ]
:Z: behavior, and activities of marine wildlife f§r the short or long-term without necessarily causing any 2 ;
o g physical injury to the same such as but is n@ limited to acts producing noise, poliution, degradation of r@e
a < habitat, blockage of movement, displacementfland the like and or those prohibited acts enumerated under 0 §
é- E g Section 6 of this Ordinance; 2 ?o
; Q
g 5 A 6. ECOTOURISM - refers to a form of sustafhable tourism within a natural and/or cultural heritage area
g where community participation, protection afl management of natural resources, culture and indigenous
o knowledge, and environmental education andlethics are balanced with economic objectives and benefits
S to enrich the host community and satisfy tourfts;

C ]
. « PRl . . m o
_ 7. HARRASSMENTS - refers to any intentighal acts or activities that are detrimental to the survival and z P
&£ - welfare of marine wildlife and/or marine habiflat and for those prohibited acts enumerated under Section "g” E-,
= 6 of this Ordinance; =e
2 = E

(V]
= 8. MALTREATMENT - refers to acts that Qould hinder an animal’s health, reproduction, movement, 2

e

comfort, nourishment, and safety; including if ability to express innate behavior, and acts which creates
situations where the animal could suffer frofh unpleasant states such as pain, injury, fear, and distress
including omission of action which subjectfanimals to foreseeable danger and harm andfor those
enumerated prohibited acts under Section 6 offthis Ordinance;

9. MARINE WILDLIFE - refers to a large mfrine vertebrates that are typically slow to produce, and are
therefore susceptible to population depletiof including, but is not limited to, the following taxonomic
groups; Elasmobranchs (sharks, rays, and skales), Cetaceans {dolphins, whales, and porpoises). Sirenians
(dugong) and Chelonids (marine turtles) and Ratherback. Shark, by definition under the National Plan of
Action-Sharks, include true charks {sharks), wlinged sharks (rays), and silver sharks {(chimaeras). A list of

current species affected;

10. NON-DEDICATED INTERACTION Jrefers to the opportunistic, accidental or unintentional
interaction with marine wildlife occurring aflywhere else other than the Dedicated Interaction Cites
(tourism or non-tourism sites);
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11. OFFENBDER - Any person who committedlithe prohibited acts as enumerated in Section 6 herein, or
committed any similar acts that disturk, haragl, maltreat marine wildlife and acts detrimental to the well-
being of marine wildlife;
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12. PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE - refrs to a process wherein conservational actions must be
undertaken where there are possibilities of ferious or irreversible effects to marine wildlife and their
habitat even if there are scientific uncertaintielf
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13, SEA VESSEL - refers to a motorized orfnon-motorized boat or banca of 20 gross tonnages (GRT)
below engaged in providing water transport fervices for dedicated interactions with marine wildlife for
tourists;

14, THREATENED SPECIES - the gefleral term to denote species or subspecies considered as
critically endangered, vuinerable or othar acdepted categories of wildiife whose population is at risk of
extinction, as may be defined under R.A. No. 18654 and R.A. No. 9147, e.g. certain species and plants listed
by the International Unions for Conservation §f Nature {IUCN) and as determined by the Secretary of the
DENR and/or Secretary of the DA to be critifally endangered, vulnerable or other accepted categories
based on the best scientific data and with due fegard to internationally accepted criteria;
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01; AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FORITHE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
WILDLIFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MARNE WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,

ISABELA",

Q
a ‘
:z: 15. TOURISM INTERACTION - refers to fny recreational, educational, or entertainment activities that
w involve the observation of or interaction witHhunconfined marine wildlife in their natural habitat, including,
A S but is not limited to, observing the animai ¢h the surface of the water or from land or air and in-water
o g observation through snorkeling, skin diving, of SCUBA diving.
[TT T
2

W
% ARTICLE 1l
= RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING T CONDUCT OF MARINE WILDLIFE TOURISM
o INTERRCTIONS
L

SECTION 3. GENERAL CONSIDERAT
conduct of all dedicated interactions with marine wildlife
interaction sites shall likewise be covered under this Or
individual animals and animals in groups or aggregations.
considered as one unit. Specific procedures may apply to ¢4

DONS - The following rules and regulations shall govern all

the Municipality of Palanan, Isabeia. Emerging and potential

inance. The regulations described herein apply equally to

Aggregations of a single species or several species shall be
ain species.

3.1. SCUBA divers, snorkelers, skin divers, sea ve|
who wish to engage in marine wildlife tourism interad
standards;

els, tour operators, local government units and all others
ions shall foilow naticnal and international trade safety

5B MEMBER

Yo

MICHAEL JOHN D. BERNARDO

3.2.The Greens Fins Code of Conduct for diving a
not yet addressed in this Circular;

H snorkeling shall be used as a standard, especially for acts

3.3. Air and water poliutants emitted from any vetfktes or sea vessels shall be minimized:

3.4. Best efforts shall be made to protect the ecoloffical integrity of marine wildlife habitats;

3.5. Education information including, but are no
behavior, threats and the potential effacts of the intera
interaction is conducted through a dedicated briefing or ori

limited to marine wildlife conservation, biology, ecology,
on on them shall be provided to the tourists before any
tation program;

MEMBER

3.6. Other activities in dedicated marine wildlife Jnteraction areas, including non-tourism activities shall be
regulated and restricted;

o rules and policies;
2
E 3.8. If conducted within a Protected Area, it shipuid adhere to the management prescriptions under the
a5 Protected Area Management Plan and duly coordinated witl] its Protected Area Management Board;
3 o o |
g g 3.9. The marine wildlife interaction zcnes describeqlin Section 4 of this Qrdinance shall be established; and
o ‘ .
2 3.10. Scientific research on marine wildlife and th4lr habitat and the tourism activity shali be implemented by
é the management authorities and their partners, which infudes, but are not limited to, conducting visitor's surveys,
E docurnenting sightings, and assessing the welfare of the tarfeted species.
a
SECTION 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF Z(NES. The following zones shall be established for all the
g marine wildlife interaction areas.
Z i . .
E & 4.1. No Approach and No Interaction Fones - The No Approach and No Interaction Zones include
o
™

the area within the minimum distance of marine wildlife as frescribed herein for each specific activity. The No Approach
and No Interaction Zone include the space directly above arfl beneath the marine wildlife, and area formed by the sixty
)= {60) degrees are in frant of and hehind the animal or groupiof animals, using the outermost animals as a reference. No
E Approach and No Interaction Zones are strictly off limits to gpa vessels, aircraft, and persons at all times;

4.2. Interaction Zone - The Interaction Zongextends to any location where recreational, educational, or
entertainment activities occur that involve the observatiorffof, or interaction with, unconfined marine wildlife in their
natural habitat, including, but are not limited to, observifk the animal from a sea vessel, land or air, and in-water
observation through snorkeling, skin diving or using SCUBA;
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR
WILDLIFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MAR
ISABELA".

HE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
E WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNIIPALITY OF PALANAN,

4.3. Waiting Zone - The Waiting Zone inc

The Waiting Zone, typicaily, shall be used as location for s
interact;

SECTION 5. CODE OF CONDUCT WIT
5.1. General Code of Conduct

5.1.1. Noise shall always be at a minimum esp
splash);

5.1.2. If the marine wildlife approached the perso
by slowly moving away from the marine wildlife;

5.1.3. If aggressive behavior is exhibited by the
person continually, the interaction shall cease and the s
beyond;

5.1.4. If there is imminent danger to any marine
persons in the water shall return to the sea vessel and the i

5.1.5. Any marine wildlife in the distress shall be
guides, Protected Area Management representative, speci
proper authorities for further instructions;

5.2. For Sea Vessels

5.2.1. The Interaction Zone is 200 meters wide
maximum number of sea vessels prescribed herein shall
vessels in the vicinity shall stay in the Waiting Zone (300 m
interacting sea vessel/s to finish with their interactions;

5.2.2. The maximum duration of the interaction p|
vessels are waiting for their turn to interact. Viewing shall b

5.2.3. Constant communication among sea ve
Interaction and Waiting Zones.

5.3. For Person In-water

5.3.1. The Interaction Zone is 30 meters wide and
number of persons prescribed herain shall be maintained
shall stay in the Waiting Zone {100) meters from the No Int
finish with their interaction;

5.3.2.The maximum duration of the interaction
persons are waiting for their turn to interact. Viewing shall
sea vessels shall position themselves within the boundary o

SECTION 6. PROHIBITED ACTS IN DE

that disturb, harass, and maltreat marine wildlife and degra

6.1. Any provocative act including, but is not limi
marine wildlife;

6.2. Any method designed to attract marine w
noisemaking {with plastic bottles or other methods), using li

6.3. Provisioning or the use of any methods design
including, but not limited to, luring, baiting, chumming, and

des any area immediately adjacent to the Interaction Zone.
vessels and persons to gather while waiting for their turn to

IN THE ZONES -

ially for engines, equipment, devices and water entry {no

or the sea vessel, they shall maintain the minimum distance

rine wildlife or if the marine wildlife evades the sea vessel
vessel/person shall move back to the Waiting Zone and

Idlife and/or person, the sea vessel engine shall be shut off,
teraction with the marine wildiife shall be aborted;

ssessed only by an authority on board the sea vessel (e.g.
expert). The incident shall be immediately reported to the

and starts from the No Interaction Zone boundary. The
maintained within that zone at all times. Any other sea
ers from the No Interaction Zone) or beyond and shall wait

scribed herein shall be maintained, especially if other sea
maintained parallel to the marine wildlife;

| operators and guides shall be employed within the

arts from the No Interaction Zone boundary, the maximum
hin that zone at all times. Any other persons in the vicinity
action Zone or beyond and shall wait for the ones ahead to

rescribed herein shall be maintained, especially if other
e maintained parallel to the marine wildlife at all times. All
he Waiting Zone.

ICATED INTERACTION SITES. The following acts
their habitats, hence, are not allowed:

d to, teasing, chasing, playing, and aggressive pursuit of

life, including, but is not limited to, creating bubbles,
t from any artificial source, and use of chemicals;

to attract marine wildiife using food (artificial or natural)
eding;
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FO
WILDLIFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MAR

HE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
E WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,

ISABELA".

o >

=] &

g 6.4. Any physical contact, including touching or h dling, or attempted touching or handling, of marine wildlife; = g
®

E .y . o P

o o 6.5. Riding and stepping on, attempting to ride orftep on, any marine wildlife; -

) ¥ 1

o2 . _ =)

e E 6.6. Blocking and/or crossing the path of marine idlife: Zg

g2 “E

a 2 6.7 Positioning oneself directly beiow or above mirine wildlife; o

2 O

I

o 6.8. Approaching marine wildlife directly from thelfront or back;

—

[+

g 6.9. Any method intended or likely to divide a grogp, school, or pod of marine wildlife;

6.10.Any method that would corner or entrap margne wildlife;

%G
m=
o 2
Q 6.11.Any form of interaction with pregnant marinfl wildlife or one in the process of giving birth or mating, ora ™ &
a 8 & m
°<= Broup consisting of un-weaned animals with their mothers; 5 g
Z (@]
(7.}
§ x 6.12. Any interaction with a nesting marine turtle Before it starts laying eggs; 5 @
£ 53
2 E 6.13. Any intentionai in-water interaction with cetfceans; g §
m D
T3> Z 0
O q 6.14. Using SCUBA or any surface supplied air syst@n in whale shark Dedicated Interaction Sitas; i)
=
-
g 6.15. Underwater playback and/or broadcast of sofjnd:
)
s 6.16. Using flash, strobes, and video lights;
0 -
_ 6.17. Using camera poles, selfie sticks, and monopdds; = ;
e z
o L o
z ul 6.18. Using jet skis and other non-regulated motorfled sea vessels: ® E
» E m =
g 6.19. Using any sea vessel that is not easily maneugrable, including, but is not limited to, sailboats; g
o

6.20. Using underwater motorized propulsion
recreational submarines, drones, and remotely op

evices, including, but is not limited to, dive scooters,
ated vehicle;

6.21. Dropping anchor;

®]
ﬁ 6.22. Using any non-marine life friendly surflcreen, specifically those containing nanoparticles and
Z benzophencne-2; and 4
= o m;
< W . . . S
o g 6.23. Using any sonic underwater signaling devicespr harns z
o W L g
3 E SECTION 7. Specific Regulations per fctivity 3
vy
= 7.1. General Considerations
2 3
g 7.1.1. Dedicated Interaction Sites Operating Heurs — The following hours applicable to all Dedicated Py
Interaction Sites shall be enforced: 5
[n)
ﬁ a. Al dedicated interactions in water habitats forffmarine mammals, whale sharks, and marine turtles shall be % g
E & limited to daylight hours (i.e., sunrise to sunsef; % »
= o =z &
< * v -
All dedicated interactions for marine turtie difring egg-laying and hatchling observations/release shall be E :bu
limited to the hours between dusk and dawn; %’

)

RON
B
123

icated Sites —The following maximum hours per day for
raction area, depending on the species of marine wildlife

e 7.1.2. Maximum Interaction Hours per Day in
dedicated interactions shall be enforced at the in
and habitats affected:

a. Dugong: 6 hours
b. Cetaceans:8 hours

Pu e @ H/ [he)
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FORFHE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
WILDLIFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MARNE WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,

e. Hatchlings of marine turtles from natural ne
hatchlings are only allowed under supervisio
management procedures,

7.3. Aircraft Dedicated Interaction Re

7.3.1. The following regulations apply to dedi
unmanned:

a. The aireraft shall maintain a minimum height
aircraft, and drones while a minimum height
subject to existing regulations;

b. The aircraft shall not maintain a position wher

c. A maximum of 5 minutes observation is aliow

7.4. Sea Vessel Dedicated Interaction
7.4.1. The following general regulations apply to d

a. Propeller guards are recommended for all sea
b. The engine of any vessel shall be properly mai

7.5. Minimum Sea Vessel Distance Re

7.5.1. The following minimum distance from the
group of marine wildlife (using the outermost ani
maintained at all times, notwithstanding the move

ISABELA".
b
&

¢. Whale shark : 8 hours e

d. Othershatks: 8 hours 2 z

e. Manta Rays: 8 hours m 2

f.  Marine turtles : 8 hours %"

2
7.1.3.Maximum Qbservation Time per interactign, the following time limits for single dedicated interaction ;
shall be enforced, depending on the species of marine wildlfe and habitats affected: 8
da.  Dugong: Z0 minutes

b. Cetaceans: 30 minutes

¢.  Whale shark : 30 minutes

d. Other sharks: 30 minutes = UE-,

e. Manta Rays: 30 minutes m3

f.  Marine turtle: 30 minutes = :

=3

7.2. Land-Based Dedicated and Interaftion Regulations 6' g

2w

7.2.1. The following rules apply to dedicated irfleraction involving observation from the shore, beach, or % o

elevated platforms on water or on fand; z g

m D

a. 5Sea vessels, land vehicles, and any person shijll maintain a minimum distance of 20 meters from nesting =1 8
marine turtle up to the time when the marine urtle starts laying eggs:

b.  The aircraft shall maintain a minimum height & 300 meters above the water surface for planes and moving
aircraft, and drones while a minimum height @ 500 meters for helicopters without hovering is prescribed,
subject to existing regulations; A

B

¢. For land-based dedicated marine turtle inteflaction, a minimum of a 6 individuals are allowed in the § e

Interaction Zone; = g
-
d. Interaction stops when the nesting turtle returhs to the sea; 3—2

s shall be ieft alone .Handling of marine turtle eggs and
f the DENR and as specified in the marine turtie hatchery

ulations

ted interactions involving aircrafts, either manned or

300 meters above the water surface for planes and moving
500 meters for helicopters without hovering is prescribed,

YN3d v13Q

a shadow is cast over any marine wildlife;

egulations
icated interactions involving any sea vessels;

ssels used in dedicated interaction with marine wildlife;
ained for safety and to reduce noise and fuel leaks.

HIGAFN G5
YI2HY9 'Y O139NV O3HL

uirements within the Interaction Zone

a vessel (stationary or moving) to any marine wildlife or
Is as a reference) during any dedicated interaction shall be

ent of the animal;
Pgegc 0809
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FORFHE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE

WILDUFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MARWNE WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,
ISABELA".

>
=
[A)]
a. Dugong: 50 meters z E
b. Small cetaceans: 50 meters 2 £
c. Llarge cetaceans: 100 meters m
d. Whale shark: 20 meters g
e. Other sharks: 20 meters Z
f.  Manta rays: 20 meters - ::%
g Marine turtles: 20 meters 8
7.5.2.n the event the marine wildlife actively agproaches a sea vessel within the Interaction Zone, that sea
ievel shall move away to maintain the minimurn dfftance or proceed slowly and carefully to the Waiting Zone.
- - 3 m c
7.6. Maximum Number of Sea Vesselq within the Interaction Zone = §
M
a3
. . - O z
7.6.1. The number of sea vessels within the Interafion Zone at any time shall not exceed the following: o=
> X
a. Dugong: 1 sea vessel g 2
b. Cetaceans: 2 sea vessels 3 :
c.  Whale shark: 1 sea vessel ]
d. Other sharks: 2 sea vessels % ;z,
e. Manta rays: 2 sea vessels z g
f.  Marine turtles: 2 sea vessels e
7.7. Sea Vessel Movement
7.7.1. Sea vessels shall only approach the maring wildlife from their side. Any attempt to approach marine
wildlife from its front or back is prohibited. 4
£
[=]
n . . . . - m -
7.7.2. While underway, the direction of travel of tife sea vessel shall remain parallel to the direction of travel of 2
any marine wildlife. m E
m =
5
7.7.3. Sea vessels shall maintain a constant speed uithin the Interaction Zone and refrain fram sudden change 2

in direction and abrupt movements.

7.7.4. The maximum speed of any sea vessel withfh the Waiting Zone shall not exceed 15 kilometers per hour
{8 knots).

7.7.5. The maximum speed of any sea vesse! withill the Interaction Zone shall not exceed the maximum spee
of the slowest animal, but in any event, shall nhot gkeceed 5 kilometers per hour (3 knots) and shail not create a

wake.

7.7.6. Communication among sea vessels within th Interaction Zone and the Waiting Zone shall be open at al!
times.

7.8. In-Water Dedicated Interaction Begulations. The following regulations shall apply to any
in-water dedicated interactions with marine wildflfe, including but are not limited to, SCUBA diving, surface
supplied air systems, skin-diving and snorkeling:

7.8.1. Minimum Distance of Persons from Mafine Wildlife within the Interaction Zone - The following
minimum distance shall be maintained between afly person and the marine wildlife or group of marine wildlife
{using the outermost animals as reference) duringlany dedicated interaction shall be maintained at all times,
notwithstanding the movement of the animal:

H3IgN3IIN 85

Dugong; 10 meters

Cetaceans : no in-water activity permitted

Whale shark: 3 meters from the body and 4 miters from the tail
Other sharks: 5 meters

Manta rays: 5 meters

Marine turties: 2 meters

~e o5

7.8.2. Tour operators and guides shall advise tourifits to move slowly away from marine wildlife if approached,
avoiding sudden or quick movement when doing s
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR
WILDLEFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MAR

HE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
E WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,

ISABELA".
o >
=
g 2
E 7.8.3. Maximum number of persons in the waterfper animal (excluding guides and researchers). The number g g
i of individuals in the water with any individual anifal during dedicated interaction with marine wildlife shall not - &
. oo exceed the following: ¥
v W w =
oS 2
% ] a. Dugong:4 z
E g b. Cetaceans: no in-water activity permitted = :%
» c.  Whaleshark: 10 8
g d. Othersharks: 10
- e. Mantarays: 10
E f.  Marine turtles: 4
7.8.4. It shall be mandatory for persons engaging | in-water interaction by snorkeling and skin diving, to wear % S
a life jacket or personal flotation device for the enfre duration of the interaction period., @ :;_I
Q m x
a , -
o 7.8.5. 1t shall be mandatory for persons engaginglln SCUBA diving and use of Surface Supplied Air Systems to ’_:DU' =
g comply with the following: o 2
o« zw»
-g W o . o ®
3] i a.  No gloves may be worn st any time. = m
> . - . - m x
f s k. Sonic signaling devices and horns are prohibifed. Tank bangers and similar signaling devices shall be used g §
I3 < g sparingly or avoided totally. g
2 c @ ¢. For non-dedicated interactions which may ocur during night dives, any artificial lights, incfuding, but are — ©
o not limited to, torches, video lights, and strobd, shall not be directed at any marine wildlife.
s
T
] SECTION 8. DUTY OF TOUR OPERATORS AND GUIDES - It shall be the duty of Tour &
2 Cperators and Guides to ensure that prior to the conduct gf the marine wildlife interaction, all persons availing of their 5
services shall be apprised of the proper conduct to be offserved during the activity particularly the prohibited acts %@
= provided under Section & of this Ordinance. It is also imperdive on the part of the Tour Operators and Guides to ensure 33 pf
l-él ot their strict adherence of their clients to the guidelines grovided herein during the conduct of the marine witdlife % o
! g interaction. LI o
= g g
[=o) ARNICLE 111
PENALTIES

SECTION 9. PENALTIES - All abovem
the frequency of the commission of the offense;

tioned offenses shall have uniform penalties depending on

{a) First Offense : Fine ranging from P509.00 but not more than P1,000.00 at the discretion of the

Caurt.

00.00 to P2,000.00 or imprisonment for ten{10) days but
retion of the Court.

(b} Second Offense : Fine ranging from P1
not more than one {1) month or both at the di

TIENZA PACITA% Q. ATANACIO RO
SB MEMBER

{c) Third Offense : Fine ranging from P 2R00.00 but not more than P 2,500.00 cr imprisonment for
one (1) month and one {1) day but not more tHn two (2) months or both at the discretion of the Court. =
m
Any person, tour operator or guide who had beerflfound guilty for more than three (3) times of one {1) or a g
combination of two (2) or more offenses herein listed shallfno longer be eligible to avail of administrative adjudication g
aliowing payment of fines. Instead, he shall be prosecuted §iminally and be made to pay the maximum penalty of fine 3 m
e and imprisonment. Provided, further, that the Municipal AdRidication Board in the exercise of its power may impose the I_gn g
o penalty of fine to offenders who are willing to piead guiltffto the offense and express willingness to pay the fines as =
erein-above stated. E %
7] >
S ARFICLE IV
« GENERA| PROVISIONS

RCE OF FUNDS - The Municipality shall ensure the
rdinance, including specific budget allocations for activities
and areas and development of the same to ensure the

SECTION 10. FINANCING AND 8

annual allocation of budget for the implementation of this
such as patrolling marine wildlife tourism interaction site
enforcement of all the rules and regulations provided herei

Pagi 08,00
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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR [JHE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF MARINE
WILDLIFE TOURISM INTERACTIONS, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “MARISE WILDLIFE TOURISM ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF PALANAN,
ISABELA".

For this purpose, the initial amount of One
appropriated yearly to support the implementation of this

undred Fifty Thousand Pesos (P 150,000.00) is hereby
rdinance.

SECTION 11. EXERCISE OF OVE
hereby exercise its inherent oversight function pertaining
implementation of this Ordinance by the executive depa
inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are here

SIGHT FUNCTIONS - The Sangguniang Bayan shall
the use of the aforementioned budgetary allocation for the
ment pursuant to this Ordinance. All Ordinances and rules
modified or repealed accordingly.

SECTION 12. SEPARABILITY C

unconstitutional or invalid, the other provisions thereof no

USE - If any provision of this Ordinance be declared
affected shall remain valid and enforceable.

SECTION 13. TRANSITORY PRO
orders not inconsistent with this Ordinance shall remain
end, the incumbent members of the officers and appoint
by this Ordinance shall continue in office until such time
have been appointed and taken their oath of office.

ISIONS - All existing laws, rules, regulations, executive
erative until amended, repealed, or revoked. Towards this
officials within the bodies which are amended or repealed
s the duly appointed members and officers of such bodies

SECTION 14. REPEALING CLAUS

parts thereof whose provisions are inconsistent to this Ordi

- All ordinances, executive orders, rules and regulations or
ance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 15. MANDATORY LEG
undertake the mandatory legislative review of this Ordina
deemed necessary, to ensure that the policies will remain r

LATIVE REVIEW - The Sangguniang Bayan shall

e at least once every three (3) years or as often as may be
ponsive to changing circumstances in the Municipality.

SECTION 16. EFFECTIVITY CLA@SE - This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after

compliance with the posting and publication requirement Bursuant to Section 59 of Republic Act No. 7160, otherwise
known as the Local Government Code of 1991,

ENAGTED, January 10, 2022,

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing

Palanan, isabela during its Regular Session.

rdinance was duly enacted by the Sangguniang Bayan o

QA 0
NELIA ALAMO-PLATA

Secretary to the Sanggunian

ATTESTED AND CERTIFIED

TO BE DULY ENACTED: APPROVED:

JIMM GONZALES
Municipal Vice Mayor & Presiding Officer
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